
Chapter 7 Review WS                   Name _______________________ 

  Period _____ Date ___________ 
 
 
Write the correct term from the list below in the space next to its definition.  
 
swamp  pioneer species   benthic zone  food web  

dams   decomposers  overfishing  ecological succession 

littoral zone  eutrophication  marsh   salinity 

runoff   climax community  coral reefs  estuary   

 
_____________________1. Wetland dominated by non woody plants 

_____________________2. A stable area of plant and animal species that experiences minimal 
change over time. 

_____________________3. Often carries pollutants into aquatic ecosystems 

_____________________4. Amount of dissolved salts in water 

_____________________5. Wetland dominated by woody plants 

_____________________6. Area where fresh water mixes with salt water 

_____________________7. The first organisms to colonize a newly available area. 

_____________________8. Limestone ridges slowly built by tiny animals 

_____________________9. Located near the bottom of a pond or lake 

_____________________10. Organisms that break down dead organisms 

_____________________11. Increase in nutrients in an aquatic ecosystem 

_____________________12. Aquatic zone found near the shore 

_____________________13. A diagram that shows the many feeding relationships that are in 
an ecosystem. 

_____________________14. Possible threat against a river ecosystem – particularly to 
migrating fish 

_____________________15.  Threat against marine ecosystems 

_____________________16. A gradual process of change and replacement of some or all of 
the species in a community. 

 

Multiple Choice:  Write the letter of the best answer on the line next to each question.  

______17. Estuaries are productive ecosystems because they constantly receive nutrients from 

a. rivers and oceans  c.  lakes and ponds 
b. coral reefs   d.  photosynthesis 



______18.  Which of the following is a factor that influences where an organism lives in an 
aquatic ecosystem? 

a. sunlight   c.  temperature 
b. nutrient availability  d.  all of the above 

______19.  In which of the following aquatic ecosystems are both littoral and benthic zones likely 

a. open ocean   c. lake 
b. coral reef   d. none of the above 

______20.  Estuaries 

a. Are always saltwater ecosystems 
b. Are always freshwater ecosystems 
c. Are ecosystems where both fresh and salt water are present 
d. Prevent the development of salt marshes 

______21.  All of the following are examples of freshwater ecosystems except 

a. fens 
b. the Great Barrier Reef in Australia 
c. cypress swamps 
d. the Florida Everglades 

______22.  Which of the following is a benefit of wetlands? 

a. Filtering out water pollutants 
b. Absorbing water from rivers 
c. Providing habitats for migratory wildlife 
d. Reducing the amount of carbon dioxide released into the air 
e. All of the above 

______23.  Which of the following is not a threat to coral reefs? 

a. silt runoff   c. growth of algae 
b. excessive nutrients  d. zooplankton 

______24.  Where do many benthic organisms live? 

a. Attached to hard surfaces 
b. In open water 
c. Near the surface of the water 
d. Attached to benthos 

______25.  What are the main groups of aquatic organisms? 

a. Phytoplankton and zooplankton 
b. Plankton, nekton, and benthos 
c. Plankton, nekton, benthos, and decomposers 
d. Phytoplankton, zooplankton, nekton, benthos, and decomposers 

______26.  Most of the food for an aquatic ecosystem is produced by 

a. worms     c.  zooplankton 
b. phytoplankton   d.  fish 



______27.  Excessive use of fertilizers causes 

a. Rapid and overabundant growth of algae. 
b. Depletion of oxygen in the freshwater ecosystems subject to runoff. 
c. The death of many fish and shellfish species. 
d. All of the above.   

 
Write “P” on the line in front of each example or explanation of plankton, “N” on the line 
in front of each example or explanation of nekton, and “B” on the line in front of each 
example of benthos. 
 
______28.  Aquatic organisms that float near the surface of the water 

______29.  Fish 

______30.  turtles 

______31.  Aquatic organisms that break down dead organisms 

______32.  Worms 

______33.  Phytoplankton 

______34.  Microscopic plants 

______35.  Jellyfish 

______36.  Aquatic organisms that dwell at the bottom of the water 

______37.  Whales 

______38.  Zooplankton 

______39.  Barnacles 

 
Circle T for statements that are true and F for statements that are false. 
 
T F 40.  8 of the world’s largest urban areas are built on estuaries. 
 
T F 41.  Lichens are a symbiotic grouping of fungus and moss. They are very important 

        pioneer species. 
 
T F 42.  Some species, like the Jack pine, can release their seeds only after they have 

       been exposed to the intense heat of a fire. 
 
T F 43.  The epipelagic zone contains 90% of the ocean’s plant and animal life. 
 
T F 44. Rough water species of fish, like catfish and carp are best adapted for cold  

      water environments. 
 
Answer each question completely.  

45. What two factors make estuaries suitable for plants and animals? 

 



46. Explain the symbiotic relationship of lichens. How do both organisms benefit from one 
another? 

 

47. Give several examples of organisms (plant and animal) that are adapted to each of the 
following habitats: 

Estuary  

Wetland  

Coral reef  

Headwaters of a River  

Lake or Pond  

48. Explain the difference between primary and secondary succession. Give an example of 
each. 

 

 

49. Explain the structure of a coral reef. What are the two organisms that make up a living coral? 

 

 

50. What is happening when coral begins to bleach? What factors cause this change? 

 

 

51. What is the dilemma facing the Okavango Delta? What three countries are involved? 

 

 

52. How are glaciers able to move (even if they aren’t melting)? And what makes glacial ice 
blue? 


