
Chapter 14 Worksheet       Name: _______________________________ Period: _______ 

 

Multiple Choice: 

______ 1. Which of the following factors most directly influences porosity? 

a. grain composition c. grain size 
b. sorting of grains d. permeability of grains 

  

______ 2. Which of the following statements about the water table is true? 

a. The water table generally follows the topography of the land surface. 
b. The water table is found below the zone of saturation. 
c. There is only one water table below all land surfaces. 
d. The level of the water table remains constant. 

 

______ 3.  When a sediment is well sorted, its particles are all about the same: 

a. size c. weight 
b. shape d. composition 

 

______ 4.  Which of the following is often the source of water in a desert oasis? 

a. an ordinary well c. a geyser 
b. an artesian spring d. a hot spring 

 

______ 5.  Groundwater is sometimes heated beneath the earth’s surface as it passes 

through areas where there has been recent: 

a. severe drought c. mineral deposition 
b. aquifer contamination d. volcanic activity 

 

______ 6.  The formations suspended from the roofs of caverns formed from the deposition 

of dissolved minerals are called: 

a. fissures c. stalactites 
b. natural bridges d. disappearing streams 

 

______ 7.  One of the major disadvantages of hard water is that it: 

a. cannot be used for drinking. 
b. inhibits the flow of water up through artesian wells. 
c. contaminates groundwater aquifers 
d. damages appliances due to the buildup of mineral deposits. 

 

Fill in the Blank – Use the word bank below to answer questions 8-15. Not all words 

will be used.  

larger chemical sinkhole permeability 

porosity hard water groundwater smaller 

Karst topography mechanical soft water aquifer 

 

8. Water found below the earth’s surface is called _______________________. 



9. The measure of how freely water passes through the open spaces of rock or sediment is 

referred to as _____________________. 

 

10. Large amounts of water can flow through and be stored in a body of rock called an 

______________________. 

 

11. Hot water tends to have a _______________ concentration of dissolved minerals than cold 

water. 

 

12. A surface depression that forms as a result of the collapse of a cave roof is called a 

______________________. 

 

13. Most caverns are formed when weak acids break down the rock through the process of 

__________________ weathering. 

 

14. Water that contains few dissolved minerals is called _______________________. 

 

15. Regions where the effects of chemical weathering due to groundwater are clearly visible at 

the surface are said to have ____________________________. 


