
Chapter 13 Worksheet     Name: _______________________ Period: ______ 

 

True or False: 

______ 1.  Evapotranspiration increases with increasing temperature. 

______ 2.  Most water used by industry is recycled. 

______ 3.  Mountain Home uses 8 facultative lagoons to treat the city’s wastewater. 

______ 4.  Alluvial fan is another name for a delta. 

______ 5.  As the velocity (or speed) of a stream decreases, its load of sediment also 

decreases. 

______ 6.  The volume of water in a stream remains constant from year to year. 

______ 7.  Human activities are often responsible for floods. 

______ 8.  Floodways often prevent streams from overflowing. 

 

Multiple Choice: 

______ 9.  Which of the following is an artificial means of producing fresh water from ocean 

water? 

a. desalination c. evapotranspiration 
b. saltation d. condensation 

 

______ 10. The arrow labeled X (in the picture to the right) represents:  

a. absorption c. condensation 
b. evaporation d. transpiration 

 

______ 11.  What is the term for the main stream and tributaries of a river? 

a. river system c. drainage basin 
b. river bed d. water gap 

 

______ 12.  The path that a river follows is called its: 

a. tributary c. channel 
b. gully d. meander 

 

______ 13.  All of the sediment carried by a river is called the: 

a. suspended load c. stream load 
b. bed load d. dissolved load 

 

______ 14.  The wide curves in the river (in the picture to the right) are: 

a. meanders c. tributaries 
b. oxbow lakes d. channels 

 



Fill in the Blanks (using the word bank below) – not all words will be used. 

levees runoff deposition 

river development lake watersheds 

headward erosion evapotranspiration erosion 

 

15. A river system begins to form when local precipitation exceeds 

________________________. 

16. Drainage basins are also called _____________________. 

17. Lengthening and branching of the upper end of a river is called __________________  

____________________ (two words). 

18. Water that cannot soak into the soil moves downslope as _____________. 

19. Deltas are produced by stream ____________________. 

20. The construction of a water dam usually results in the formation of an artificial 

___________ called a “reservoir”. 

21. One method of flood control is the building of artificial __________________. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stream Divides and River Systems 
 

Objectives: 

 To identify major United States river systems 

 To locate the drainage divides that form along the boundaries of those systems. 

Procedure: 

1. Locate the mouth of the Mississippi River on the river map. Use the Physical 
United States map on page 654 in the old book as a reference. With a 
colored pencil, trace over the Mississippi River and all of its tributaries. 
 

2. Draw a continuous line around all the rivers you have traced in Step 1. The 
area inside this line should include all the rivers that flow into the Mississippi 
River System. The line should not cross any rivers. Label the enclosed area 
Mississippi River System. Use the same colored pencil to lightly shade in the 
area. 
 

3. Locate the Colorado River. Use a different colored pencil to trace over, label, 
and shade the Colorado River System. (Note: There are two Colorado Rivers 
on your maps. Be sure to use the one that starts in Colorado.) 
 

4. Repeat Step 3 for the Columbia River System, the Rio Grande System, and 
the St. Lawrence System. 
 

5. Draw and label a line to show the location of the Great Continental Divide. 
(The point that separates water that flows east from water that flows west.) 
 

6. Answer the questions. 
 

Questions: 

22. In the continental United States, rain that falls to the left of the Great Continental 

Divide flows ______________ to the Pacific Ocean. Rain that falls to the right of the 

Great Continental Divide flows ______________ to the Atlantic Ocean. 

23. The headwaters of three river systems are located in Colorado. Name the 3 

systems: 

1. ___________________ 2. ___________________ 3. ___________________ 

 



24. Identify the river system in which each of the following rivers are found. 

 a. Snake River __________________ d. Wabash River ___________________ 

 b. Platte River __________________ e. Cumberland River _________________ 

 c. Green River __________________ f. Gila River ________________________ 

25. What is the source of the water in the St. Lawrence River? __________________ 

What general direction does it flow? ____________________ 

26. Identify 3 rivers for which the Mississippi River is the base level: 

      1. ___________________ 2. ___________________ 3. ___________________ 

27. Identify the bay, sound, or gulf that serves as base level for: 

 a. The Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers. ____________________________ 

 b. The Alabama River System. _______________________________________ 

 c. The Connecticut River System. _____________________________________ 

28. Locate the James, Roanoke, and Savannah Rivers. From what mountain range do 

these rivers originate? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

29. Name the largest river that flows near Mountain Home. 

______________________ 

 Where does it originate? ____________________________________________ 

 What is its base level? ______________________________________________ 

 To which River System does it belong? _________________________________ 

30. Locate the rivers shown in central Nevada. Why are these rivers not part of a 

larger river system? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 


